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The Telephone Dog

Mary Graham Bonner

Rogue was a collie, and he had come to understand that the telephone was
important.

He had watched his mistress receive calls that made her drop everything and
rush out — someone ill, something urgent — and he knew the ringing meant
something. He couldn't have said what, but he knew it mattered.

One day she was working in the garden and didn't hear it ring. It rang and rang.
Rogue paced the floor, unsure what to do. He couldn't answer it — that wasn't
possible — but he could do something.

He ran outside, stood in front of her, and barked
without stopping.

She petted him. "Do you want to play, Rogue?"

He kept barking. He started toward the house,
turned around, checked whether she was
following. She wasn't. He went back and tugged
at her skirt.
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She followed.
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He led her straight to the telephone and stopped
there, barking.

She picked it up. It had been ringing for a very long time; the call was important
enough that the caller had kept trying. She was very glad she hadn't missed it.

That was how Rogue learned what to do — and from then on, he always told her.
She works in her garden a great deal, but she has never missed a telephone call
since.

Stories help us explore cultures, learn moral lessons, connect with nature — or simply have fun. That's why
ririro.com offers 3,000+ free stories — fairy tales, fables, bedtime stories, myths and more — for every age,
in 13 languages, with free printable PDFs and often audio. Reading should be a right, not a privilege. Share
ririro.com and spread the joy of reading.
Instagram: @ririro_reading - Pinterest: pinterest.com/ririrocom



