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The Cow On The Dike
Saskia Barink

Once upon a time a cow lived on a dike. There was a fence at the top of the dike
and behind it was a road. The cow often looked over the fence and was amazed
at the strange things that passed by, sometimes with a lot of noise. She was
very  happy with  her  peaceful,  quiet  spot  on the dike where tasty  grasses,
mosses and herbs grew. That's what cows like to eat!

There was a wide creek at the bottom of the dike. And along the bank of the
creek other plants grew, such as buttercups, dandelions and forget-me-nots.

Now that spring came and the sun shone its warm rays more and more often,
juicy clovers and plump dandelions competed for a place of honor along the
creek.

The cow also often looked in amazement, from a safe spot on the dike, at the
things that passed by in the creek. Some passed by quietly, others went quickly
and made a lot of noise.

But one day her eyes fell on the flowers along the bank and she could no longer
resist the sight of these lovely plants. She decided to eat some of it.

Now, this was a bit dangerous because the dike sloped steeply and the bank was
muddy and slippery.

The cow did not know about this and jumped down the dike with a few funny cow
jumps.

She really had spring on her mind!

But unfortunately… when she got to the bottom she was not able to brake in
time. She tried to brace herself with her hooves, but ended up splashing into the
creek.

There she was, on her big cow butt, stuck in the mud. Her legs stuck out in all
directions and she mooed loudly in fright. The bank was too far away so she
could only look at the deliciously succulent plants and not even eat them.

Fortunately, a farmer was just passing by with a large flat boat.

Using his boat and a rope, he hoisted the cow out of the water and asked if she
would like to go on a boat ride.



The cow thought this was a great idea! Along the way they stopped at the banks
where there were many fresh flowers so that the cow could enjoy them.

Then  the  farmer  brought  her  back  and,  with  a  firm  push  against  her  big  cow
buttocks,  she  was  back  on  the  dike.

From  that  moment  on,  the  farmer  regularly
came to pick up the cow for a boat trip during
the spring. The farmer also started to enjoy it
more and more, he even decorated his entire
boat  with  flowers.  And  the  cow?  She  got  a
beautiful  flower  wreath  around  her  head!
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