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Christmas In The Air

Once upon a time, in a city of dazzling lights and 
towering buildings, there was a magical streetcar. It 
wasn't magical because it could fly or talk. No, it was 
magical because it always traveled on a special day - 
Christmas Eve. Every year, it brought people from all 
corners of the city together, spreading the holiday 
spirit with each stop it made.

One frosty Christmas Eve, the streetcar was busier 
than ever. On board were some colorful characters - 
Dan, a brave boy who walked with the aid of a crutch; 
Mrs. Newton, a loving mother with her small baby; Mr. 
Genial, a jolly man laden with lots of bundles; Susie 
Olson, a cheerful housemaid; James Denton, a kind 
young man; Mrs. Tiredly, a hardworking woman; 
Grandma Bascom, who was traveling alone; Miss 
Moneybags, a wealthy young lady; Mr. Grumpy, a 
grumpy man indeed; and Mr. Goodwill, a man who 
always looked on the bright side.

The journey began with the conductor's hearty call, "All 
aboard!" Grandma Bascom, in her fluster to get aboard, 
dropped her satchel, but James Denton, always eager to 
help, came to her aid. Amid the rattling of the streetcar 
and chatter of the passengers, Grandma shared her 
plans for Christmas at her son's house, eliciting smiles 
from all around.




In the corner, Mr. Grumpy voiced his distaste for 
Christmas, calling it a "ridiculous 
custom." But his words didn't dampen 
the others' spirits. They shared their 
own love for Christmas - the joy of 
giving and receiving presents, the 
excitement of hanging stockings, and the 
happiness of being with loved ones. Even 
Mrs. Tiredly, weary from her long 
workdays, found comfort and joy in the 
holiday season.

As the streetcar rattled on, picking up 

more passengers along the way, it became a space 
filled with laughter, shared stories, and even a crying 
baby that James managed to soothe. When Dan came 
aboard, limping with his crutch, he shared his story of 
leaving the hospital and worrying about not having 
Christmas gifts for his family. But, in the spirit of 
Christmas, Grandma Bascom gave Dan a handkerchief 
intended for her daughter-in-law, and Mr. Goodwill gave 
him a dollar to buy presents.

Miss Moneybags, a kindly lady in fine clothes, promised 
to speak with Dan's doctor about reducing his hospital 
bill. This unexpected kindness made Dan's eyes glisten 
with gratitude. Mr. Grumpy, however, had no patience 
for the merry atmosphere and gruffly exited the 
streetcar, leaving a trail of laughter behind.

Susie Olson and Mr. Genial joined the ride next, 
bringing with them even more Christmas cheer. They 
shared their own plans for the holiday, painting a 



picture of lively family gatherings and heartwarming 
acts of kindness. Mr. Genial’s voice echoed through the 
streetcar, saying, “I always feel like saying ‘God bless 
everybody’ at Christmas-time,” to which Miss 
Moneybags agreed and added, “He blesses us when we 
help make Christmas a happy day.”

Finally, the streetcar reached Sixty-first street, the last 
stop and Grandma Bascom's destination. As she and the 
other passengers disembarked, they wished each other 
a Merry Christmas. They left the streetcar behind, 
their hearts filled with warmth, their spirits lifted, and 
their belief in the magic of Christmas reinforced.

And so it was, every Christmas Eve, the magical 
streetcar traveled through the city, spreading joy and 
cheer, helping everyone remember the true spirit of 
Christmas - kindness, compassion, and love for one 
another.


